Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.031; wR factor = 0.084; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.1.
In the crystal of the title compound, C 14 H 9 Cl 2 NO 2 , inversionrelated dimers with R 2 2 (8) ring motifs are formed by intermolecular O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonding. The 3-aminobenzoic acid group and the 2,4-dichlobenzaldehyde moiety subtend a dihedral angle of 55.10 (2) . The H atom of the carboxyl group is disordered over two sites with equal occupancies.
Related literature
For our project on the synthesis of various Schiff bases of 2,4-dichlorobenzaldehyde, see: Hayat et al. (2010) . For graph-set notation, see: Bernstein et al. (1995) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Comment
The title compound (I, Fig. 1 ) is being reported as a part of our project related to the synthesis of various Schiff bases of 2,4-dichlorobenzaldehyde (Hayat et al., 2010) and then their metal complexation.
In the title compound, C 14 H 9 Cl 2 NO 2 , the 3-aminobenzoic group A (C1-C7/N1/O1/O2, ring centroid Cg1) and 2,4-dichlobenzaldehyde moiety B (C7-C14/CL1/CL2, ring centroid Cg2) are planar with r. m. s. deviation of 0.0200 and 0.0352 Å, respectively. The A/B dihedral angle is 55.10 (2)°. An S(5) ring motif is formed due to an intramolecular H-bond of the C-H···Cl type ( Fig. 1 (9), 4.0256 (9) Å; interplanar separations: 3.5346 (6), 3.5224 (6) Å, respectively). The H-atom of the carboxylate group is disordered over two sites with equal occupancy ratio.
Experimental
A mixture of m-aminobenzoic acid (0.25 g, 1.82 mmol) and 2,4-dichlorobenzaldehyde (0.32 g, 1.82 mmol) in absolute ethanol (20 ml) with few drops of acetic acid was heated to reflux (2 h), cooled to room temperature and filtered. The yellow precipitates were washed with the same solvent and dried at room temperature to get 0.47 g of the title compound (1.62 mmol, 89%). The crude material was dissolved in methanol and subjected to slow evaporation. Light yellow prisms of (I) were obtained after 48 h.
Refinement
The H-atom of carboxylate is disordered over two sites with equal occupancy ratio. Initially the coordinates and multiplicity of both H-atoms were refined, which resulted with equal occupancy ratio.
The C-H atoms were positioned geometrically (O-H = 0.82, C-H = 0.93 Å) and were included in the refinement in the riding model approximation, with U iso (H) = xU eq (C, O), where x = 1.2 for all H-atoms.
supplementary materials sup-2 Figures  Fig. 1 . View of the H-bonded dimeric unit, with the atom numbering scheme. Only one of the two disordered carboxylate hydrogens is shown (the one attached to O1, in broken circles; the one attached to O2, omited for clarity). Thermal ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level. Thin dotted lines represent intramolecular H-bonds, while intermoleculer ones, linking dimers through an R 2 2 (8) ring motif are shown as thick broken lines.
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